INTERNATIONAL CONTEST JUDGING RULES

· All speakers have completed the speaker’s Certification of Eligibility and Originality and submitted it to the chief judge.
· The speaker must have completed at least six speeches from the Competent Communication manual prior to the contest.
· Contestants must prepare their own 5-7 minute speech, which must be substantially original and certified as such in writing to the chairperson or chief judge prior to the presentation. Any quoted material must be so identified during the speech presentation.

· Before the contest: the contestants and contest sgt at arms were briefed on the rules by the contest chair; the judges, counters and timers were briefed on their duties by the chief judge; the contestants drew for speaking order, which will be announced by the contest chair; and all contestants and judges were advised of the speaking area.

· Each contestant will be introduced by:

· NAME – SPEECH TITLE – SPEECH TITLE – NAME

· There will be 1 minute of silence between contestants and 2 minutes after 
the final contestant for the judges to mark their ballots.

· Timing for the speech is five to seven minutes.
· The Green light will be turned on at 5 minutes and remain on for 1 minute.

· The Amber light will be turned on at 6 minutes and remain on for 1 minute.

· The Red light will be turned at 7 minutes and remain on until the speaker has concluded. There is no warning for over time.

· A contestant will be disqualified if the speech is less than four minutes and 30 seconds or more than seven minutes and 30 seconds.

· A contestant can also be disqualified on the basis of originality or eligibility.

· Protests will be limited to judges and contestants.

· There will be a third, second and first place winner announced if there are 5 or more contestants.  Second and first place winners if there are 4 or less.  

· Prior to announcing the results, the chairperson shall announce if any disqualifications have occurred, but not the name of the contestant.

Condensed from the 2010 Speech Contest Rulebook 

· Based on a District model prepared by Peter Maxymuik and Bill Bienia

